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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-38, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hasebe et al, 
(Hereinafter Hasebe U.S Patent: 6, 829, 592)in view of Tagawa et al, (Hereinafter 
TagawaU.S Patent:7, 315, 829). 

As per claims 1-3, Hasebe discloses a system for managing lease of arbitrary 
information contents to be distributed from an information lease service provider to a 
user, the system comprising: 

an information lease management apparatus for adding utilization condition("i. e, 
charge") information concerning lease of copyrighted information contents to 
copyrighted information contents, and processing the information so as to be distributed 
to the user, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54) an information 
processing apparatus for receiving information copyrighted contents with utilization 
condition information distributed from the information lease management apparatus and 
communication means for connecting the information lease management apparatus and 
information processing apparatus, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37- 
54). 

Hasebe fail to explicitly teach wherein the information processing apparatus is managed 
so as to automatically erasing the received copyrighted information contents by using 
communication means based on the utilization condition information. 
However Twagawa discloses the second authentication unit 127 has a control function 
and mediates between the secondary recording medium 128 and the first authentication 
unit, performing a command/response operation therewith. The secondary recording 
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medium is composed of a flash memory such as EEPROM (Electrically Erasable 

Programmable Read-Only Memory).(see column 6 lines 4-10). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to modify the teachings of Hasebe to include 

wherein the information processing apparatus is managed so as to automatically 

erasing the received copyrighted information contents by using communication means 

based on the utilization condition information taught by Twagawa in order to prevent 

data usage of which is forbidden with out permission. 

Further copyrighted information represent non functional descriptive material because 
the data is not functional. 

As per claim 4, Hasebe discloses wherein a contract concerning lease of said 
copyrighted information contents is made between said information lease service 
provider and a user, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 5, Hasebe discloses characterized in that Internet, telephone lines, 
satellite communication line or lease communication lines are used as said 
communication means, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 6, Hasebe discloses a copyright management apparatus for 
managing lease of copyrigthed information contents distributed from copyrighted 
information lease service provider to a user, the apparatus comprising: 
data processing means for adding utilization condition("i. e, charging") information 
concerning lease information of copyrighted information contents to a user(see column 
1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54) and transmission and reception means for 
distributing to a user the information contents having the utilization conditionfi. e, 
charge") information added thereto by the data processing means or receiving response 
information from the user, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 7, Hasebe discloses further comprising a database storing the 
copyrighted information contents to be leased to said user, (see column 1 lines 29-38 
and column 4 lines 37-54). 
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As per claim 8, Hasebe discloses wherein at least menu screen information 
describing a title of copyrighted information contents stored in said database is provided 
to user, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 9, Hasebe discloses wherein at least a title of said copyrighted 
information contents, lease charge and lease period, and a list of said users are 
integrally managed, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 10, Hasebe discloses wherein when an upper limit of an amount of 
money predetermined in accordance with a contract is provided, said data processing 
means obtains a cumulative utilization charge in which lease charges of said 
copyrighted information contents are cumulated, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 
4 lines 37-54). 

Hasebe fail to explicitly teach compares said upper limit of an amount of money and 
said cumulative utilization charge with each other; and present lease rejection of said 
copyrighted information contents or a change of said upper limit of an amount of money 
when said cumulative utilization charge exceeds said upper limit of amount of money. 
However Twagawa discloses the second authentication unit 127 has a control function 
and mediates between the secondary recording medium 128 and the first authentication 
unit, performing a command/response operation therewith. The secondary recording 
medium is composed of a flash memory such as EEPROM (Electrically Erasable 
Programmable Read-Only Memory).(see column 6 lines 4-10). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Hasebe to include 
compares said upper limit of an amount of money and said cumulative utilization charge 
with each other; and present lease rejection of said copyrighted information contents or 
a change of said upper limit of an amount of money when said cumulative utilization 
charge exceeds said upper limit of amount of money taught by Twagawa in order to 
prevent data usage of which is forbidden with out permission. 

Further copyrighted information represent non functional descriptive material because 
the data is not functional. 
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As per claims 11-12, 19, 21-22, Hasebe discloses an apparatus for receiving 
information contents leased from a copyrighted information lease service provider to a 
user, said apparatus characterized by comprising: 

transmission and reception means for receiving copyrighted information contents having 
added thereto utilization condition information concerning lease information to the user; 
data processing means for processing information contents received by the 
transmission and reception means, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37- 
54) and a recording medium connectable to the data processing means in order to store 
information contents, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 
Hasebe fail to explicitly teach wherein the data processing means is provided so as to 
automatically erase the copyrighted information contents in a recording medium based 
on the utilization condition information. 

However Twagawa discloses the second authentication unit 127 has a control function 
and mediates between the secondary recording medium 128 and the first authentication 
unit, performing a command/response operation therewith. The secondary recording 
medium is composed of a flash memory such as EEPROM (Electrically Erasable 
Programmable Read-Only Memory).(see column 6 lines 4-10). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Hasebe to include wherein the data 
processing means is provided so as to automatically erase the copyrighted information 
contents in a recording medium based on the utilization condition information taught by 
Twagawa in order to prevent data usage of which is forbidden with out permission. 
Further copyrighted information represent non functional descriptive material because 
the data is not functional. 

As per claim 13, Hasebe discloses characterized in that said data erasure 
mechanism comprises: 

detection means for detecting the fact that the recording medium is removed from said 
data processing means, and control means for controlling disconnection of power 
supply to storage means based on removal detection information caused by said 
detection means, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 
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As per claim 14, Hasebe characterized in that, when power supply to said 
recording medium is disconnected, there is provided a lock mechanism for fixing the 
recording means to said data processing means, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 
4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 1 5, Hasebe discloses further comprising display means for displaying 
index information concerning said copyrighted information contents, (see column 1 lines 
29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 16, Hasebe discloses wherein at least a menu screen describing a title 
of said copyrighted information contents is displayed on said display means, (see 
column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 1 7, Hasebe discloses wherein arbitrary copyrighted information 
contents selected from said menu screen are distributed to said recording medium, (see 
column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 18, Hasebe discloses further comprising operation means operated 
so as to input setting information concerning lease of said copyrighted information 
contents, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 20, Hasebe wherein said utilization condition information contains 
a control program for selecting whether or not a lease period of said copyrighted 
information contents is extended, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 23, Hasebe discloses a method of managing lease of 
copyrighted information contents distributed from information lease service provider to a 
user by using communication means, said method comprising the steps of: 
making a contract concerning lease of copyright information contents in advance 
between the information lease service provider and the user(see column 1 lines 29-38 
and column 4 lines 37-54) 

adding utilization conditionfi. e, charge") information to copyrighted information 
contents to be distributed to the user based on the contract and receiving copyright 
information contents having utilization condition information added thereto on the other 
hand, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54) and storing the received 
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copyrighted information contents in a recording medium (see column 1 lines 29-38 and 
column 4 lines 37-54). 

Hasebe fail to explicitly teach automatically erasable time limit storage function; and 
automatically erasing the copyrighted information contents stored in the recording 
medium based on the utilization condition information. 

However Twagawa discloses the second authentication unit 127 has a control function 
and mediates between the secondary recording medium 128 and the first authentication 
unit, performing a command/response operation therewith. The secondary recording 
medium is composed of a flash memory such as EEPROM (Electrically Erasable 
Programmable Read-Only Memory).(see column 6 lines 4-10). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Hasebe to include automatically 
erasable time limit storage function; and automatically erasing the copyrighted 
information contents stored in the recording medium based on the utilization condition 
information taught by Twagawa in order to prevent data usage of which is forbidden 
with out permission. 

Further copyrighted information represent non functional descriptive material because 
the data is not functional. 

As per claim 24, Hasebe discloses an information lease management method as 
claimed in claim 23, characterized in that Internet or communication lines such as 
telephone line or satellite communication lines are used, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and 
column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 25, Hasebe discloses wherein, when said recording medium is 
attached to a data processing unit, and said storage medium is removed from said data 
processing unit, the copyrighted information contents contained in said recording 
medium(see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 
Hasebe fail to explicitly teach automatically erased. 

However Twagawa discloses the second authentication unit 127 has a control function 
and mediates between the secondary recording medium 128 and the first authentication 
unit, performing a command/response operation therewith. The secondary recording 
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medium is composed of a flash memory such as EEPROM (Electrically Erasable 

Programmable Read-Only Memory).(see column 6 lines 4-10). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to modify the teachings of Hasebe to include automatically erased 

taught by Twagawa in order to prevent data usage of which is forbidden with out 

permission. 

Further copyrighted information represent non functional descriptive material because 
the data is not functional. 

As per claim 26, Hasebe discloses further comprising the step of presenting a 
user with index information concerning a plurality of copyrighted information contents to 
be leased to said user, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 27, Hasebe discloses An information lease management method as 
claimed in claim 26, further comprising the step of displaying at least a menu screen 
describing a title of said copyrighted information contents, (see column 1 lines 29-38 
and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 28, Hasebe discloses further comprising the step of distributing 
arbitrary copyrighted information contents selected from said menu screen (see column " 
1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 29, Hasebe discloses further comprising the step of arbitrarily 
inputting a lease period of said copyrighted information contents with respect to a lease 
contract of said copyrighted information contents, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 
4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 30, Hasebe disclosesfurther comprising the step of setting an upper 
limit of an amount of money for utilization charge of said copyrighted information 
contents with respect to a lease contract of said copyrighted information contents, (see 
column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 31 , Hasebe discloses further comprising the steps of: 
when an upper limit of an amount of money is set with respect to a lease of said 
copyrighted information contents, obtaining a cumulative utilization charge in which at 
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least lease charges of said copyrighted information contents are cumulated(see column 
1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

Hasebe fail to explicitly teach comparing said upper limit of an amount of money with 
said cumulative utilization charge and when said cumulative utilization charge exceeds 
said upper limit of an amount of money, presenting lease rejection of said copyrighted 
information contents or a change of said upper limit of an amount of money. 
However Twagawa discloses the second authentication unit 127 has a control function 
and mediates between the secondary recording medium 128 and the first authentication 
unit, performing a command/response operation therewith. The secondary recording 
medium is composed of a flash memory such as EEPROM (Electrically Erasable 
Programmable Read-Only Memory).(see column 6 lines 4-10). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Hasebe to include 
comparing said upper limit of an amount of money with said cumulative utilization 
charge; and when said cumulative utilization charge exceeds said upper limit of an 
amount of money, presenting lease rejection of said copyrighted information contents or 
a change of said upper limit of an amount of money taught by Twagawa in order to 
prevent data usage of which is forbidden with out permission. 
Further copyrighted information represent non functional descriptive material because 
the data is not functional. 

As per claim 32, Hasebe discloses an information lease management method as 
claimed in claim wherein, when age limitation is set with respect to lease of said 
copyrighted information contents, a predetermined user registered password number is 
input, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 33, Hasebe discloses an information lease management method as 
claimed in claim further comprising the step of, when a lease period of said copyrighted 
information contents has expired, selecting whether or not the lease period of said 
copyrighted information contents is extended, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 
lines 37-54). 
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As per claim 34, Hasebe discloses an information lease management method as, 
further comprising the step of integrally managing at least a title of said copyright tin 
formation contents, lease charge and lease period, and a list of said users, (see column 
1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 35-36, Hasebe discloses a recording medium for recording 
copyrighted information contents with utilization condition("i. e, charged") information 
leased from a copyright information lease service provider to a user, comprising when a 
predetermined lease period has expired copyrighted information contents stored in the 
recording medium is. (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 
Hasebe fail to explicitly teach automatically erased based on said utilization condition 
information. 

However Twagawa discloses the second authentication unit 127 has a control function 
and mediates between the secondary recording medium 128 and the first authentication 
unit, performing a command/response operation therewith. The secondary recording 
medium is composed of a flash memory such as EEPROM (Electrically Erasable 
Programmable Read-Only Memory).(see column 6 lines 4-10). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Hasebe to include 
automatically erased based on said utilization condition information, taught by 
Twagawa in order to prevent data usage of which is forbidden with out permission. 
Further copyrighted information represent non functional descriptive material because 
the data is not functional. 

As per claim 37, Hasebe discloses a recording medium as claimed in claim 35, 
characterized in that, said data erasure mechanism comprises: detection means for 
detecting the fact that the recording medium is removed from said data processing 
means; and control means for controlling disconnection of power supply to storage 
means based on removal detection information caused by said detection means, (see 
column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

As per claim 38, Hasebe discloses a recording medium as claimed in claim 35, 
characterized in that, when power supply to the recording medium is disconnected, 
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there is provided a lock mechanism for fixing the recording medium to said data 
processing means, (see column 1 lines 29-38 and column 4 lines 37-54). 

Conclusion 

3. In response to Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/28/2007 has been fully considered but 
they are moot in view of new grounds of rejections. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number 571-272- 

6795. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on 571-272-6702. The fax phone numbers for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 for 

regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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Feb 12, 2008 



